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Production Staff 
 

  

 Producer Audwin Short 

  

 Director Rubin Whitmore II 

 Assistant Director Shelly Davis 

  

 Costume Design Teral Sondrup  

 Lighting/Sound Design Elizabeth Havican  

 Lighting/Sound Tech Audwin Short 

 

 Set Construction Derek Jacobs 

  Gabe Rosenthal 

  Audwin Short 

  Scott Sorenson  

 

 House Manager/Box Office Mary Breitrick  

  

 Publicity Erico Ortiz 

  Audwin Short 

  

 Graphics Derek Jacobs 

 Program Design Erico Ortiz 
 

Please pardon any omissions due to printing deadlines  

   

In Memoriam 
 

Evvie Smith,  
your years of service to the  

Village Playhouse will never be forgotten.   
Thanks for the glitter! 

May angels watch over you. 
 

 

Directed by Rubin Whitmore II 

 

Some stories are truly timeless and while Lorraine Hansberry's    

A Raisin in the Sun is over a half century old, it still resonates true 

in current times.  For this singular reason I felt honored and obli-

gated to tackle the telling of this simple story about real people, 

dealing with real issues, familiar to many in our area.  Peace to 

you.  Enjoy!   -Rubin 

 

 Azeeza Islam Lena (Mama) Younger 

 Corey Wilson Walter Lee Younger 

 Tina Nixon Ruth Younger 

 Ashley S. Jordan Beneatha Younger 

 Keiándra Honeysucker Beneatha Younger (u/s) 

 Josh McConnell Travis Younger  

 Adeola G. Giwa Joseph Asagai 

 Quentin Lutrell George Murchison 

 Mario Andre Bobo 

 Scott Sorenson Karl Linderr 

 Kavon Jones Moving Man  

LLORRAINEORRAINE  HHANSBERRYANSBERRY’’SS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Playhouse patrons now have a new option for purchasing 

tickets!  The VPW Flex Ticket allows you to see six main stage 

shows for the price of five (some restrictions apply).  Flex tickets 

are available by mail order or in person at the ticket table at each 

Village Playhouse performance.  Pay upfront for five tickets, and 

receive a flex ticket punch card good for six admissions.  Simply 

reserve your seats and present this card as payment for six per-

formances.  Flex tickets may also be used for admission by multi-

ple people for a single performance.  
 
 

 
Tina Nixon (Ruth Younger) is warmly known as Ms. Jazzi.  She 

is a renowned poet, mentor, and performer.  Hailing from Chicago, Ms. 
Jazzi is an innovative artist in Milwaukee and prominent voice in the 
community.  She is heralded as an influential asset to the community 
she serves and has dedicated her life to educating and empowering 
others.  Ms. Jazzi has more than 15 years of experience working with 
youth and young adults and encourages them to “celebrate life, capture 
their dreams and goals, and gain self-love and self-respect.”  This is her 
first production on the Village Playhouse stage. 

 
Audwin Short (Producer) started his acting career doing extra 

work in television and movies, when 5 years ago he expanded his hori-
zons into theatre.  His first endeavor with the Village Playhouse was 
the comedy Psych and then to a more dramatic role in The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde.  Now, he's trying his hand at producing, 
with A Raisin In The Sun as his first project, with hopes that this will 
help him expand even more in his career. 
 

Teral Sondrup (Costume Designer) is the owner of a men's 

vintage clothing shop called Salvage Apparel located at 1670 South 
11th Street in Milwaukee. (414) 522-9910.  This is Teral’s first opportu-
nity to design clothing for a Village Playhouse production. 
 

Scott Sorenson (Karl Finder) has always been a fan of Lorraine 

Hansberry and is thrilled to be in this show.  He is pleased to be back 
on the Village Playhouse stage after last appearing in Appointment 
For Murder #2 last fall.  He hopes you enjoy the show.  As always, 
never-ending love to the late Aric Fisher.   
 

Corey Wilson (Walter Lee Younger), a Milwaukee native, is 

very excited to be portraying the part of “Walter” in this production of A 
Raisin in the Sun! Corey's theater experience includes roles in Cries 
From The Hood, Spunk, in which he played four different characters, 
Quiet As It's Kept and Nina Simone: In Her Own Words.  He is also 
studying for his Masters Degree in Criminals Justice.  What he is most 
proud of, however, is his role as a single father to three adorable sons.  
 



 
Azeeza Islam ("Mama" Lena Younger) has been a member of 

the performing arts community for 40 plus years.  She has in those 
years worked in many capacities within the arts:  actress, director, 
stage manager, writer, lyricist, vocalist, lighting tech, sound tech, cos-
tumer, and set design, to name a few.  While pursuing the arts, Ms. Is-
lam worked as a full-time educator in the Milwaukee Public School sys-
tem. Ms Islam has developed and implemented “Master Thyself” work-
shops, which focus on moral integrity and character building with Mil-
waukee area students and adults.   
 

Kavon “KJ” Jones (Moving Man)  is a poet, performance artist 

and activist who continues to wow audiences with his lengthy, passion-
ate, memorized poems about people, including Frida Kahlo and Jimi 
Hendrix. Through his poetry, Jones shares his experiences growing up 
in Milwaukee's Harambee neighborhood and details with honesty and 
humor what it's like to be Black in Milwaukee, in America, in the world.  
 

Ashley S. Jordan (Beneatha Younger) is honored to be a part 

of A Raisin In The Sun.  She believes our best stories lie right here in 
our community. Stage credits include “Madame Zeroni” in Holes, En-
semble in Ella Enchanted, “Miss Pat/Topsy Washington” in The Colored 
Museum. She has enjoyed working with Uprooted Theatre, Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre, Bronzeville Arts Ensemble, and many more.  Her 
training includes Alverno College, UWM, and First Stage Children’s 
Theatre. Special Thanks to God, Auntie B&N, and D! 
 

Quentin "Nasir" Luttrell (George Murchison) is debuting on 

the Village Playhouse stage with A Raisin in the Sun, is first official 
theatre production.  After taking some acting classes in college and 
some recent classes outside of school, Quentin decided to take his 
dream/passion for acting seriously.  He has been cast for a television 
sitcom on a prime Chicago network and in a short film.  He thanks the 
audience for being here and for always believing.  
 

Josh McConnell (Travis Younger) is in the seventh grade at 

Milwaukee College Prep.  Stage credits include roles of munchkin and 
chorus member in The Wizard of Oz with Pius High School, “Milton Jr” 
in Civilian Life—The Movie" with Milwaukee Alfa Bang Productions.  
Josh enjoys singing, acting, reading and handling reptiles.  This is his 
first production with the Village Playhouse.  

 

  Meet the Players (continued) 
Angels Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations/Angels Program 

 
 

For over 30 years, the Village Playhouse has provided numerous 

opportunities and benefits to the community. We make high quality 

theatre available without the prices associated with Milwaukee’s 

city center. Additionally, the VPW provides opportunities for peo-

ple of all experience levels to develop skills in various theatre crafts. 

We also provide an outlet for artists of all disciplines to practice, 

display and perfect their craft. 
  

However, over the years, the costs of productions have increased 

substantially.  That is why we need to ask for your help. Your con-

tribution will allow us to continue to provide the high-quality pro-

ductions you have come to enjoy. 

Please consider adding your name to the list 

below by joining our Angels Program through 

an individual donation or a corporate sponsor-

ship.   View our website for more information. 

www.villageplayhouse.org  

 

Contribution Levels 

 

$1000 and up Benefactor Barbara & Michael Lynch  

 

$500-$999 Champion Patrina Hurtado, InTec 

     Anonymous 

 

$250-$499 Sponsor Metalspun Products Co, Inc. 

 

$100-$249 Patron  Margie Kazcmarek 

     Evvie Smith 

 

$50-$99  Supporter Marjorie Pagel 

     Tracy & Jamee Stefanski 

 

$10-$49  Contributor Anonymous 

     Rosie Peterson 

     JudyLee Tarbox 

     Kahy Terlazzi 



 

 

 

Calendar of Events at Inspiration Studios 
 

 

 

Feb 4-28     Trash Interrupted Exhibit 

  Karen Loper collages (Madison) 

 

Feb 5, 6   VPW’s A Raisin In The Sun—7:30pm 

Feb 12     VPW’s A Raisin In The Sun—7:30pm  

 

Feb 13   Trash Interrupted Artist Reception—2-5pm 

              VPW’s A Raisin In The Sun—7:30pm 

 

Feb 17 Meditation Class w/Ron Schaefer—6pm 

 

Feb 19, 20  VPW’s A Raisin In The Sun—7:30pm 

Feb 21 VPW’s A Raisin In The Sun—2pm matinee 

 

Feb 25/26 Painting Party #13—7-9pm 
 

 

Mar 1 VPW One Act Festival—scripts due! 

 

Mar 5-28 Juxtaposition Exhibit 

 Mike Brylski’s collagic assemblies  

 Tonia Kountz’s watercolors and deconstructed art 

(Milwaukee) 

 Opening Reception—March 5—6pm 

 

Mar 6 VPW Fundraiser:  Elizabeth Havican Recital  

 

Mar 11 VPW’s Rumpelstiltskin—7pm 

Mar 12 VPW’s Rumpelstiltskin—2pm 

Mar 13 VPW’s Rumpelstiltskin—2pm 

 

Mar 19 Open Gallery: Juxtaposition Exhibit—Noon-4pm 

Mar 20 Open Gallery: Juxtaposition Exhibit—Noon-4pm 

Mar 26 Open Gallery: Juxtaposition Exhibit—Noon-4pm 

 
 

Visit our website for additional information of upcoming events 
www.inspirationstudiosgallery.com 

Meet The Players 
 
 

Mario Andre (Bobo)-- Mario thanks God for allowing him to return 

to the stage.  His past stage performances have been with Acacia Thea-

tre, including The Women of Lockerbie and Blessed Assurance.  He was 

blessed to play the role of “Lucien” in The Boys Next Door with the Sun-

set Playhouse.  Film credits include Preacher Man as “Elder Jones” and 

The Penny as “Detective Darrell Watts.”   

 

Shelly Davis (Assistant to Director) From humble beginnings, 

Shelly was born & raised in Milwaukee, WI. She’s had a passion for 

words since her early childhood, but kept them hidden from the 

world.  It wasn’t until early 2003 that she got the courage to share a 

poem on stage and quickly learned the value that having a voice brings. 

“Gifted” “inspirational” “positive” “amazing” are all words the listeners 

use to describe her work.  Her words have taken her across the map 

holding Grand Slam Champ titles, representing Milwaukee in National 

Slams 6 times. She’s opened up shows featuring Mo’Nique, Pep of Salt 

N Pepa, Professor Griff of Public Enemy, Dwele and many more. 

 

Adeola (Ady) G. Giwa: (Asagai) is excited to be returning for 

another show with the VPW and grateful for the opportunity to play 

“Joseph Asagai” with such as eclectic ensemble cast. Originally from 

Brooklyn, NY, he has completed Basic Acting at the Milwaukee Rep 

and Advanced Comedy at Comedy Sportz.  His past works include Off 

Book Player's New York and Taming of the Shrew; VPW’s All in the Tim-

ing and One-Act Festivals; Whitefish Bay Player’s Forty Carats, The But-

ler Did it Again, and Beau Jest. As always, special thanks to his given and 

chosen family for their tremendous support and love. HKP! 

 

Keiándra Honeysucker, (Beneatha Younger, u/s) is a Mil-

waukee native who studied acting at UW-Milwaukee.  Her favorite 

roles include “Josephine” from Ruined and “Lessa” from Cementville.  

Outside of the university setting, Keiándra has participated in a few 

community theatre productions as well as local church productions.  In 

addition to acting, Keiándra  is a company member with Ko-Thi Dance 

Company, where African and Caribbean dance forms are highlighted.   

Keiándra  would like to thank the cast and crew, the directors, and her 

friends and family for their never ending love and support!  
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