
 

Happy Holidays! 
Jaime and Patrina Hurtado, Owners 

 



  

Village Playhouse  

2015-2016 Season 
at Inspiration Studios 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               
               



Production Staff 
 

  

 Producer/Director Thom Zuehlke 
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 Lighting Tech R. Edward Lee  

 Props Cast & Crew 
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  Ryder Batcher 

  Dan Beson 

  Casey Paszkiewicz 

  Katie Sarff 

 Set Pieces Dan Hill 

 Costume Design Debbie Foran & Cast 

 House Manager/Box Office Mary Breitrick  

  Graphics  Derek Jacobs 

 Publicity/Program Design  Erico Ortiz 
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Parents of our Playwrights 
Parents of our Cast Members 

From the Producer 

 

T 
wo elements of the Village Playhouse mission are Edu-

cation and Opportunity. With the Young Persons Play-

wright Project, we are taking on the challenges of that 

mission. While I have been teaching Children's Drama 

for 20 years in Wauwatosa, there are few opportunities for young 

people and little education going on with the Village Playhouse.  

We did what we could and I said we needed to do more.  

I worked with our young playwrights for 4 months, developing the 

scripts you'll see tonight.  We worked on the craft of playwriting, 

as well as the art a playwright brings to that craft. Our playwrights 

were eager to learn and excited about the chance to see their work 

on stage. Next came casting.  We chose to cast the shows with 

youngsters—to provide them with the opportunity to play roles 

beyond their years or stereotypes so they could learn and grow as 

actors, focusing again on both the craft and art.  We have exposed 

them to other aspects of theatre—costuming, lighting, props—to 

create an experience where they are learning and creating a total 

theatrical experience.  

This entire project has been a longtime coming for the Village 

Playhouse and this is just the beginning.  We have found fulfilling 

our mission to be beyond what we thought. 

My thanks to our playwrights for taking on the challenge of writ-

ing a play and for giving your talent, time, and energy. My thanks 

to a cast that has taken on some difficult roles... and excelled in 

bringing them to life!  My thanks to the parents of these talented 

young people for all you have provided during this process. And 

finally, my deepest thanks to you our audience for your continued 

support of the Village Playhouse and all that you are contributing 

to these young theatre Artists. 

Tom 



Calendar of Events at Inspiration Studios 
 

 

 

 

 

Dec 1-6  My Trials—Experiments With Dimensional Collage 

  Karen Boehme Assemblage Exhibit 

 

Dec 4-5      Young Persons Playwright Project—7:30pm 

  Village Playhouse Production 

 

Dec 11-Jan 24 The Middle: Art & Artifacts of Life in Middle School 

  Diane Ulezelski & Sabley Sabin 

  A collection of essays and memorabilia 

 

Dec 11-12  Young Persons Playwright Project—7:30pm 

  Village Playhouse Production 

 

Dec 13  Opening Reception with the artists, 2-4pm 

  The Middle: Art & Artifacts of Life in Middle School 
  Diane Ulezelski & Sabley Sabin 

   

Dec 18-19 Young Persons Playwright Project—7:30pm 

 Village Playhouse Production 
 

Dec 20       Young Persons Playwright Project—2:00pm 

 Village Playhouse Production 
 

Jan 4-5 Auditions: VPW’s Rumpelstiltskin, 7-9pm 

 

Jan 14-15-16 New York—7:30pm 

 Off Book Players Production 
 

Jan 17 New York—4pm 

 Off Book Players Production 
 

Jan 21-22-23 New York—7:30pm 

 Off Book Players Production 

 
 

Visit our website for additional information of upcoming events 
www.inspirationstudiosgallery.com 

 

 

favorite sport, but she also enjoys spending time with her family.     

This is Emmah’s first appearance with the Village Playhouse. 
 

Kate Hightdudis is an 11 year old who enjoys attending Wauwatosa 

Montessori School.  When not spending time with her friends, she en-

joys playing violin, trumpet, ukulele, recorder and some piano.  She has 

appeared on the Village Playhouse stage several times, including per-

formances in “The Strange Case of Dr. Jeckel and Mr. Hyde” and 

“Time to Fly.”  She has also assisted with stage crew during “Marvin’s 

Room.”     
 

Nicholas Hightdudis is fourteen years old and currently being 

homeschooled.  He has performed in several Village Playhouse pro-

ductions in the past, as well as school plays and a part in a Milwaukee 

Youth Theatre production.  He enjoys drumming, drawing and video 

games. 
 

Clayton Mortl (playwright) is finishing his first semester at UW-

Waukesha.  He joined this opportunity because he has such great pas-

sion for the theater and chose "The Little Match Girl" as the basis for 

his work because of its beautiful, yet tragic story.  Clayton has written 

short comedy and drama sketches since the age of fourteen, some of 

which have been performed at Waukesha Civic Theater. "The Little 

Match Girl and the Prodigal Son" is the first one-act play that he has 

written for performance.  He has enjoyed working with Tom on this 

project and is most definitely looking forward to seeing his work come 

to life. 
 

Brianna Sullivan is happy to be working with the Village Playhouse 

once again. She appeared in their children's traveling show, "The Sor-

cerer's Apprentice". She has worked with the West Allis Players, as 

well as with her middle school in the recent past.  
 

James Sullivan is pleased to be working with Tom Zuehlke for a sec-

ond time.  The first time was as the younger brother in a Village Play-

house one-act play called “Maps.”  James is one of the oldest actors in 

this production, currently in his junior year of high school.   
 

Kate Warren is a 6th grade student at St. Mary’s in Elm Grove, where 

she enjoys history, lacrosse, volleyball and track.  She has performed in 

“Peter Pan” and other Sunset Playhouse productions and is happy to 

be making her debut on the Village Playhouse stage.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village Playhouse patrons now have a new option for purchasing tick-

ets!  The VPW Flex Ticket allows you to see six main stage shows for 

the price of five (some restrictions apply).  Flex tickets are available by 

mail order or in person at the ticket table at each Village Playhouse per-

formance.  Pay upfront for five tickets, and receive a flex ticket punch 

card good for six admissions.  Simply reserve your seats and present 

this card as payment for six performances.  Flex tickets may also be 

used for admission by multiple people for a single performance.  

Edward “Eddy” Cruz is a 13-year-old from Milwaukee, where he at-

tends St. Rafael School.  This is his first appearance on the Village 

Playhouse stage and he hopes to attend acting classes in the future to 

hopefully become “something big!”  He is thankful for this opportunity, 

thanks the audience for being here and hopes everyone enjoys the show. 
 

Rachel Czestler (playwright) is a ninth grader at Kettle Moraine 

School of Arts and Performance, where she is pursuing a writing fo-

cus.  Rachel would like to thank Tom and Clayton for their invalu-

able feedback during the playwriting workshop,  her teachers at Cush-

ing Elementary and KMMS for inspiring and encouraging her to 

write, the actors for bringing these stories to life, and her parents for 

their outstanding support.  
 

Luciana Gomez is a sophomore at South Milwaukee High School.  

She hopes to one day be a cinematic music producer and become the 

John Williams of our time.  When not in theatre, she enjoys playing 

music and skating on her roller derby team. 
 

Emmah Gonzalez is a 10-year-old who attends St. Rafael in Milwau-

kee.  She likes candy and really enjoys listening to music.  Soccer is her  

  Meet the Players 

Angels Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations/Angels Program 

 

 

For over 30 years, the Village Playhouse has provided numerous 

opportunities and benefits to the community. We make high quality 

theatre available without the prices associated with Milwaukee’s 

city center. Additionally, the VPW provides opportunities for peo-

ple of all experience levels to develop skills in various theatre crafts. 

We also provide an outlet for artists of all disciplines to practice, 

display and perfect their craft. 
  

However, over the years, the costs of productions have increased 

substantially.  That is why we need to ask for your help. Your con-

tribution will allow us to continue to provide the high-quality pro-

ductions you have come to enjoy. 

Please consider adding your name to the list 

below by joining our Angels Program through 

an individual donation or a corporate sponsor-

ship.   View our website for more information. 

www.villageplayhouse.org  

 

Contribution Levels 

 

$1000 and up Benefactor Barbara & Michael Lynch  

 

$500-$999 Champion Patrina Hurtado, InTec 

     Anonymous 

 

$250-$499 Sponsor Metalspun Products Co, Inc. 

 

$100-$249 Patron  Margie Kazcmarek 

     Evvie Smith 

 

$50-$99  Supporter Marjorie Pagel 

     Tracy & Jamee Stefanski 

 

$10-$49  Contributor Anonymous 

     Rosie Peterson 

     JudyLee Tarbox 

     Kahy Terlazzi 



 

 

 

 

THE CHRISTMAS GOOSE 
Adapted by Rachel Czestler from the short story  

THE ADVENTURE OF THE BLUE CARBUNCLE  

by Arthur Conan Doyle 
 

 Place  Victorian London 

 Time  A few days before Christmas 
 

 Holmes  James Sullivan 

 Watson  Nicholas Hightdudis 

 Sgt. Lewis  Edward Cruz 

 Baker  Kate Warren 

 Breckenridge  Lusciana Gomez 

 Ryder  Edward Cruz 

 

INTERLUDE 
(Variety of entertainment at each show) 

 

THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL AND  

THE PRODIGAL SON 
Adapted by Clayton Mortl from the short story  

THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL  

by Hans Christian Andersen 
 

 Place  Milwaukee 1900 

 Time  Christmas Eve 
 

 Helena  Lusciana Gomez 

 Stanislaw  Edward Cruz 

 Maria  Emmah Gonzalez 

 Casimir  Nicholas Highdudis 

 Foreman  James Sullivan 

 Street Urchin  Kate Highdudis 

 Father Callaghan  James Sullivan 

 Grand-Mama  Kate Warren 

Meet The Players 
 

 

There will be a 15-minute Intermission 

 

FIVE GOLDEN REHEARSALS 
By Rachel Czestler 

  

 Place A small Wisconsin town where  

  everyone knows everyone 

 Time  Today. Weeks before Christmas 

 

 Esmeralda  Kate Warren 

 Steven  Nicholas Highdudis 

 Katherine  Emmah Gonzalez 

 Alex  Edward Gomez 

 Sandra  Lusciana Gomez 

 Tobias  James Sullivan 

 Ashley  Kate Highdudis 

 Jackie  Brianna Sullivan 
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