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From The Producer 

 

Welcome to the Village Playhouse 32nd Annual Wisconsin 

Playwrights Original One Act Festival.  Since 1984, this 

festival has evolved along many lines.  What began as an 

outlet for two local writers groups, Third Coast Playwrights 

and Wauwatosa Mini Theatre, has grown into an event 

for authors from across the state.  We began at the Plank 

Road School and moved to the Eastside, Brookfield, Bay 

View, Walkers Point, and now at our home here at Inspira-

tion Studio's in West Allis.   

 

We've had festivals with four plays, eight plays, and now 

twelve plays (from a selection of 32 submissions). This is a 

tribute to the quality of the scripts we receive and a sign 

that playwrighting in Wisconsin is doing well.  Our director 

and actor pools have increased significantly.  At our first 

one act festival, two directors and sixteen actors produced 

seven plays.  For this year’s festival, ten directors and 26 

actors (as of printing deadline) are presenting the 12 scripts 

described in this program. Our audiences have followed us 

along this journey as well—and you remain an integral part 

of what keeps us going. 

 

I would like to thank the directors and actors who have 

brought these stories to life. To our technicians and crew 

members who are here early and stay late to make those 

stories shine, we give our thanks—especially to Larry 

Beckley and Jennifer Lautz.  To the Village Playhouse 

Board for the support it has given—Bravo!  And our most 

gracious thanks goes to you, our audience, for we could not 

do this without you. 
 

Tom Zuehlke 

Producer 

 

 

Production Team 
 

 Producer  Tom Zuehlke 

 Technical Director / Stage Manager Larry Beckley 

    

 Set Construction Larry Beckley 

  Derek Jacobs 

   

 Lighting / Sound  Jennifer Lautz 

 

 Run Crew Jacqueline Allen 

  Larry Beckley 

  Casey Paszkiewicz 

   

 House Manager Mary Breitrick 

 Publicity Erico Ortiz  

  

 Graphics Derek Jacobs 

 Banner/Program Design  Erico Ortiz 

 

 Play Reading Committee Larry Beckley 

  Mary Bretirick 

  Moondancer Drake 

  Erico Ortiz 

  Paul Pfannenstiel  

  Tom Zuehlke 

  Gail Zastrow 

Scott Stenstrup (The Painting) is proud to have worked with these talented 

actors and writer to construct a show he hopes is enjoyable to the audience.   

 

Paul Zaragoza (Playing Solitaire) is pleased to be included for the third time 

in the One Act Festival in the last three years. This time around, he is now 

director instead of performing on the stage. He would like to thank the Village 

Playhouse for this oppourunity. He would also like to thank the actors for tak-

ing on this immense project (as he did not have a cast until May 10th), the 

playwright, Michael Lucchessi, (who was his former student) for writing this 

beautiful play and his assistant director, Michelle Miller, for going with him 

on this crazy journey. 

 

Tom Zuehlke (Talk to the Wall / Raw Footage) Tom acted in the first One 

Act Festival in the fall of 1984.  He's been around ever since. Tom would like 

to dedicate this production to Evvie Smith, Lloyd Dreger, and Bob Kafka—

three dear friends who are and always will be missed. 



Meet The Directors 
 

 

Rita Bates (Trespasses) is excited to be directing her third one-act play.  This 

deceptively simple piece was a great challenge for her.  She would like to 

thank Tom Zuehlke for trusting her with it and her cast for taking on this chal-

lenge with her.  

 

Larry Beckley (Roxanne) Since directing and stage managing last seasons One 

Act Festival Larry has been doing investigative research into, The Imperiante"' 

a cadrie of Union Army desserters who formed a Pirate Cult that terrorized the 

Lake Michigan shipping routes from the civil war till the Peshtigo fire in 1871 

destroyed their base of operation in Williamsville on the Door County Peni-

sula. We always knew Larry had this swashbuckling side that's more swash 

then buckling. Larry would like to dedicate his production to his Jolly Roger. 

ARG! 

 

Mary Breitrick (Unresolved) It has been a few years since Mary has directed 

one of the Village Playhouse One-Act shows, having done a number of them 

over the years, and she is excited to be working with such a strong, well-

written script this year. The story and characters spoke to her when she first 

read it, and with her great cast, she is sure of a fine performance you are certain 

to enjoy. 

 

Moondancer Drake (Gothic Arms) This is Moon’s directing debut with the 

Village Playhouse though she’s been involved as an actor and prop master for 

productions such as the Young People’s Playwriting Project and She Kills 

Monsters. 

 

Laura LaPinske (The Wedding)  is happy to be working with VP again. “It’s 

been a while!”  She has previously directed a few one acts and full length 

shows, the last being Sherlock Holmes.  She is also excited to be working with 

her wonderful cast! Hopefully you will be seeing more of her in the future. 

 

Michelle Demos Miller (About Paul)  has enjoyed working behind the scenes 

on several Village Playhouse productions. This is Michelle’s directorial debut 

and she is pleased to have the opportunity to work with such a talented cast.    

 

Scott Sorensen (Poison / A Long Way From Roswell) It happens every spring 

for Scott.  He’s going to take a break from theatre.  Then he volunteers to be on 

the One-Act selection committee.  Then he finds a one act play that he’d like to 

direct.  Then another script requires his directing capabilities.  And then, a role 

in a third show calls on him to act and then a second role appears, and…and…. 

So much for a break.  While we thank Scott for all he does for the One Act 

Festival, he wants to thank you for attending.  Meow.   
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Jun 2 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm 

 (Group A Plays) 

Jun 3 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm  

(Group B Plays)  
 

Jun 9 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm 

(Group B Plays) 

Jun 10 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm 

(Group A Plays) 

Jun 11 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—2:00pm 

Matinee (Group B Plays) 

 

June 13 Basics of Acrylic Painting For Adults 

 Series (Class 1 of 3) with Diane Ulezelski 

 West Allis City Hall Gallery—1:00-3:30pm 
 

Jun 16 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm 

(Group A Plays) 

Jun 17 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—7:30pm 

(Group B Plays) 

Jun 18 VP 32nd Annual Original One Act Festival—2:00pm 

Matinee (Group A Plays) 

 

June 19 Auditions for “everyone’s stories are true”—6pm 

June 20 Auditions for “everyone’s stories are true”—6pm 

 

June 20 Basics of Acrylic Painting for Adults  

 Series (Class 2 of 3) with Diane Ulezelski 

 West Allis City Hall Gallery—1:00-3:30pm 

 

June 27 Basics of Acrylic Painting for Adults 

 Series (Class 3 of 3) with Diane Ulezelski 

 West Allis City Hall Gallery—1:00-3:30pm 

 

Jul 29-July 9 WAWM Middle School Summer Art Exhibit  

 Awards Ceremony—Sunday, July 9, 2-4pm 



Meet The Playwrights 
 

Mark Borchardt (The Painting) has written and produced several radio dramas; 

has served as a newspaper theatre critic and book reviewer; recently co-wrote film-

maker Frankie Latina's memoir and did a guest appearance in Alchemist Thea-

tre's, Lobotomy: The Musical!  His latest film, The Dundee Project, is enjoying a 

successful run at festivals around the country including the opening night of this 

year's Wisconsin Film Festival.  Currently Mark is working on a full-length screen-

play, Transference, as well as two new plays, Is She Real? and Winter Lives. 

  

Regina Cooper (Raw Footage) is a published author, playwright, motivational 

speaker, educator and community advocate.  Her first play, Denial, was produced 

by the Village Playhouse during its 22nd Annual One-Act Play Festival. She pub-

lished her first work of fiction entitled The Wolves That Lie in Wait in October of 

2015 as well as a book of poetry entitled Saddidy in November of 2016. She is a 

former community columnist for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and a former 

contributing writer for The Community Journal.  Regina is the Founder and Co-

Facilitator of an organization called Deeply Rooted, which provides writing and 

creative arts opportunities for children and families who are currently residing in 

homeless shelters. Regina is a strong advocate for education and strives to make 

sure that each and every individual is provided with an opportunity and arena to 

learn, grow and to experience the beauty of creative writing at its fullest. She has 

been writing since a very young age and hopes to one day become an accomplished 

producer and director of films.  She is both humbled by and honored to have her 

one-act play, Raw Footage, selected for inclusion in the Village Playhouse 32nd 

Annual One-Act Play Festival.   

 

Michelle Demos (The Wedding) is excited to be included in the Village Playhouse 

One Act Festival for a second year. She would like to dedicate this show to her 

friends, Theresa and Brad Ritter, and to wish them congratulations on their own 

wedding.  Michelle  has been writing for many years but has only recently seen her 

pieces come to the stage with last year's entry, The Fourth Wall.  

 

Gary Jones (Trespasses) is a writer and teacher who lives near the UW-Platteville 

campus during the academic year and summers in northern Door County.  In addi-

tion to writing plays, he is a freelance journalist, a poet, and an author of short sto-

ries. The Wisconsin Historical Society is publishing his memoir, Ridge Stories, 

tales of growing up on a small dairy farm in southwestern Wisconsin.  

 

Nathan Kerner (About Paul) is just happy to be here.  He's a Marine Veteran who 

discovered the joys of theater late in life (in his 30s) but hasn't let that stop 

him.  About Paul is his second play, and he has appeared on stage and directed the 

children's piece, Decorations' Christmas, for the New Works Festival at his alma 

mater Concordia University Wisconsin.  Nathan would like to thank his wife 

Sarah and daughter Lila, for providing inspiration, enjoyment, support, and a will-

ingness to put up with several flights of fancy.  Thanks also to Lori Woodall-

Schaufler and the fine people of the CUW Theatre Department.  They know 

why. 

 

(West Allis Players), Midge in The Recovering Pessimist (Inspirations Stu-

dios), Veta in Harvey (Burlington Haylofters), and Betty Meeks in The For-

eigner (Theater Unchained). Thanks to her family for their support and as 

always Thanks to her Mom. Hope you enjoy the show! 

 

Audwin Short started his career in Chicago as an extra in various films and 

television shows, and even play a SWAT Team officer in two Batman films. 

Audwin eventually moved to Milwaukee and soon decided to try his hand at 

live theatre to expand his acting experience.  Since then, he has been in local 

productions of Masque of the Red Death, Pillowman and The Dutchman at the 

Underground Collaborative, Psych with the Village Playhouse, and A Thou-

sand Times Goodnight at Sunset Playhouse. He was also seen in The Strange 

Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde and previous One Act Festivals with Village 

Playhouse. 

 

Scott Sorensen is happy to return to the one-act festival for the fourth year in a 

row.  His thanks go to Tom Zuehlke for putting this all together.  Thanks also 

to Laura and Mary for giving him something to say. Thanks to everyone in-

volved for their contribution.  And thank you, the audience, for supporting the 

arts. As always, never-ending love to the late Aric Fisher.  

 

Scott Stenstrup would like to thank Village Playhouse for giving him the 

chance to cross something off his acting bucket list (Father in Eurydice).  He 

would also like to thank his family for encouraging him to pursue his love of 

theatre.  But most of all, Scott would like to thank you, the audience, for at-

tending live theatre.  

 

Noelle Thompson has loved acting since she was a stand-in for the Big Bad 

Wolf in her kindergarten graduation play. She is excited to be a part of this 

theater project.  

 

Paul Weir returns for his ninth turn as an actor in the Village Playhouse One 

Act Festival and, as in most years, in multiple shows and roles.  He greatly 

enjoys the challenge of creating different characters and bouncing in and out of 

them from show to show.  

 

This is Ryan Weir‘s first involvement in theater since doing a fifth grade 

school play 25 years ago.  He was very nervous back then, but figured a re-

corded voiceover would be right up his alley now…and would be his only 

chance to be in a show with his dad, Paul. 

 

Paul Young is glad to be back in his second consecutive One Act Festival with 

the Village Playhouse.  He is excited to bring the character Alexi to the stage 

and hopes you enjoy the show.  

  



Bonnie Kotlewski Sekulovich has been instilling the love of acting into her 

students for over 40 years by directing children’s plays.  She got involved with 

community theatre in 2005 and continues to love it!  Bonnie performed as An-

nie in The Heights, as Celeste in Stuck, as Mrs. Elizabeth Peacock in The Clue 

Adventure, as Edna in Let Him Sleep ‘til It’s Time For His Funeral, as Lisa in 

Almost the Bride of Dracula, as Dolly’ in There’s A Place Called Christmas 

and had some roles in the independent movie, Dreams of Darkness.  She is 

retired from teaching, but enjoys substitute teaching, modeling, and traveling.  

Bonnie is a proud mom of Keri, Jeff, Tim, and Mike and a Grandma to Caden 

and Kinley.  Special thanks to her husband, Paul, and her family and friends 

for their support!   She is dedicating this performance to her Dad and her son, 

Mike, for their devoted years of service in the US Army. 

 

Michelle Demos Miller is happy to once again be joining the talented group at 

Village Playhouse for the Annual One Act Festival. Recent roles include Nar-

rator in She Kills Monsters (Village Playhouse), Carol in The Way We Suffer 

during the VP 30th One Act Festival, and Miss Trent in West Allis Players 

Madam's Been Murdered, Tea Will Be Late. She has also worked behind the 

scenes in other productions. She hopes everyone enjoys the festival. 

 

Bill Murphy is a 1987 graduate of UW-Milwaukee and a lifelong hospitality 

professional. He was recently attracted to theatre because of his aspiring actor/

director/writer daughter, Maggie. He is an avid reader and sports enthusiast 

and is thrilled to be a part of something so very different in his life.  

 

Pam McNeely debuts with the Village Playhouse in the staged reading of 

Raw Footage.  She is happy to be involved in this unique festival and hopes 

you enjoy the many talented presentations. 

 

Erico Ortiz looks forward to creating new personalities on stage and is espe-

cially grateful for the opportunity to represent an over-the-top character in Talk 

To The Wall.  The One Act Festivals are his favorite Village Playhouse pro-

ductions; they bring forth new talent in the form of writers, directors and per-

formers.  Favorite roles have been Rex in Dogs of the Blue Gods, Jimmy Boyle 

in The Great Jimmy Boyle, and especially Peter in The Way We Suffer, which 

was performed during the 30th Annual One Act Festival.  Erico owns and oper-

ates Inspiration Studios, where emerging artists are at the forefront of all ex-

hibits and performances.  The originality of these shows is a means to reaching 

that goal.  “Gots to believe, Dorothy. Gots to follow the yellow brick road if ya 

want to meet the Wizard, Dorothy!” 

 

Bonnie Rohn is happy to be on stage once again. Last seen at Inspiration 

Studios as a ghost in The Recovering Pessimist, she and her husband are active 

in several community area theater companies and have acted in 26 plays to-

gether.  She is minus her personal leading man this time; her first time doing a 

solo play since 2012.  Some of her favorite roles have been Polly in Play On 

Michael Lucchesi (Playing Solitaire) attended Robert McKee's STORY Work-

shop in Los Angeles. He also studied playwriting at Los Angeles City College. He 

adapted The John Clellon Holmes novel GO and Erotica by Anais Nin for Excerpt 

Theatre. In Milwaukee, he adapted Hair for Tribe Theatre’s Hair 2000. At the 

risk of forgetting someone important, Michael would like to thank everyone in-

volved for their dedication and hard work.  
 

Nick Schweitzer (Unresolved, Poison) is delighted and honored to have two of his 

plays chosen this year.  Village Playhouse regulars may remember One Step 

Braver, Potions and Pets, and last year’s Shakespeare and Company.  Thanks and 

best wishes to all those who keep this tradition going.  
 

Deanna Strasse (Roxanne) local playwright, actress and director, is delighted to 

see another one of her shows appear in VP's One Act Festival.  Previously pro-

duced shows here include The Way We Suffer, The White Knight, and Last Will and 

Testament of Kelly Mortimer.  Look for her play, Dancing With Hamlet, as part of 

Windfall Theatre's upcoming 25th season. 
 

Paul Weir (A Long Way From Roswell) has been involved in the One Act Festival 

since 2009 as an actor and director. This is technically the first play he has written, 

although it took six years of submitting, then re-writing it each time, before finally 

being selected. Thanks to Tom Zuehlke, Erico Ortiz, and Joan Williamson for their 

tips and suggestions over the years in helping to get it right.  
 

Mike Willis (Talk to the Wall) studied theatre arts with an emphasis on acting at 

the UW-Platteville.  An actor, director and playwright, Mike has authored over 

fifty plays, thirty-five of which are currently in publication.  His plays have been 

produced throughout the United States as well as in Canada, and Australia.  Mike 

has worked as actor, artistic and technical director for a regional theatre company, 

and as a high school drama director.  His professional acting credits include four-

teen seasons of classical theatre, either with the Wisconsin Shakespeare Festival 

Theatre Company or the South Dakota Shakespeare Company, for whom he 

also taught youth play writing workshops.  A Platteville native, Mike and his wife 

Sandy currently reside in Spring Green.  
 

Zachary Thomas Woods (Gothic Arms) is a local actor, director, and playwright.  

He holds a BFA Degree in Acting, Playwriting, and Training from UW Stevens 

Point.  Playwriting credits include Aldo Leopold and the Ghost of Sand County 

(2016), and A Writer’s Tail (2015) for the Kohl’s Wild Theatre; Muses of Hawaii 

(2016), Footprints on the Land (2015), For the Sake of Public Health (2014), Tales 

From The Sea (2013), and Mission Cemetery (2012) for the Hawaiian Mission 

Houses Historic Site; and Depth of Field (2012) produced by Oconomowoc 

Theatre on Main in 2013. Screenwriting credits include Mortal Combat III (2013) 

Mortal Combat II: The Musical (2008) and Mortal Combat: A Christmas Story 

(2006), written for WHOOPSIE! Media Production Company. Zach has worked 

for many production companies in the Milwaukee area.  This is his first collabora-

tion with Village Playhouse upon the recommendation of several other play-

wrights. Congratulations on hosting such a long and successful original one-act 

festival! It's programs like this that keep local playwrights churning out fine new 

works. 



Presented on June 2, 10, 16 and June 18 (matinee) 
 

THE PAINTING  

by Mark Borchardt  

Directed by Scott Stenstrup 

 Time:  A sense of Timelessness 

 Place:  A Kitchen and an Artists Studio 

 The Wife Rita Bates 

 The Husband Audwin Short  

 The Artist Bonnie Rohn  
  

ABOUT PAUL  

by Nathan Kerner 

Directed by Michelle Demos Miller 

 Time:  The Present 

 Place:  An Apartment 

 Colleen Sam Billeck  

 Heather Jackie Benka  
 

TALK TO THE WALL  

by Mike Willis  

directed by Tom Zuehlke 

 Time:  The Present 

 Place:  Vietnam Memorial Wall, Washington DC 
 

  This play is dedicated to the memory of William A. “Doc” Beyer, Panel 14E Line 102 and to    
  Gordon Stark, Panel 15E Line 2.  Both, KIA Feb. 1967, Gone for fifty years, but not forgotten. 
 

 Sarah Gabriela Dorantes  

 Lt. Jack Erico Ortiz  

 Dorothy Bonnie Kotlewski Sekulovich 

We sadly announce the passing last month of longtime VP member, 

Bob Kafka. Bob was a mainstay of the VP for over 35 years, serv-

ing the group in many many capacities. He was our longtime Tech-

nical Director and Board Member. His forte was as the resident 

lighting designer and technician. With the coming of the computer 

age, Bob put his technical expertise into becoming our web designer and web-

master. Bob was also our liaison with the Wisconsin Association of Commu-

nity Theatre and, from 1987 to 2015, he produced our entry into the bi-annual 

WACTFEST competition.   

In Memoriam—Bob Kafka 

32nd Annual Original One Act Play Festival  enjoy what she has to offer.  When she’s not acting, Gaby works as an aca-

demic advisor at UWM’s Roberto Hernández Center and is also a graduate 

student studying Educational Policy and Community Engagement.  She is 

thankful for this acting opportunity and is grateful to all the folks at Village 

Playhouse and Inspiration Studios who have helped coach her through this 

experience. 

 

Will Drake.  What would a VP show be without Will contributing somehow? 

The answer is... there is no answer. She played four roles in four plays for The 

Young Persons Playwright Project. She was ever present in She Killes Mon-

sters and now is helping the One Acts as Stage Manager and Off Stage Voices 

for Gothic Arms.  In fall, Will starts at the high school for the performing arts 

and we wish her our best. Congrats, Will. 

 

Michael Sergio Fischer-Zaragoza has been in the Milwaukee theatre scene 

since 2014. Previous acting credits include You Want Fries With That? as the 

Manager and The Fourth Wall as the security guard in last year’s 31st Annual 

Original One Act Festival.  He would love to thank his family and friends and 

castmates and director for giving him a chance in the 32nd Annual Original 

One Act Festival as he portrays a Mr. John Doe in Gothic Arms.  

 

Catherine Gill is returning to acting after a long hiatus. Milwaukee area audi-

ences may have seen her at Waukesha Civic Theater as Rosalie in Carnival 

or Mrs. Medlock in The Secret Garden.  Most recently, she participated in the 

UWM Women's Resource Center production of The Vagina Monologues. 

Her latest endeavor is standup comedy. 

 

Mark L. Gormican makes his first appearance with the Village Playhouse in 

Gothic Arms and Poison.  Mark has written and performed in two historical 

dramas at Theatre on KK: Maryland Harvest, and The Court-martial of Fre-

derick Benteen. 

 

Derek Jacobs had planned on taking a theatrical break after having produced 

our last show, A Doll’s House, but it was not to be. When called upon to take 

not one but two last minute roles, Derek agreed.  Derek also appeared in our 

season opener, Eurydice. And regularly contributes graphic design and con-

struction skills to all Village Playhouse productions. Thanks, Derek, for all 

you do. 

 

J. LaChelle Jones is delighted to be making her debut with the Village Play-

house. She is thrilled to join the cast of Roxanne. She is a proud acting student 

of Ms. Katie Simon and has a Bachelor of Science degree in Communications. 

She was a writer, editor and personality for Grambling State University’s 

Radio Station, KGRM. 

 



 
 

 

 

Meet The Players 
 
Rita Bates is happy to grace the Village Playhouse stage again as The Wife in 

The Painting after her first main role as Kristine Linde in A Doll's House.  Rita 

has played several smaller roles but mainly has worked behind the scenes as 

producer, director, stage manager, and other capacities.  Rita would like to 

thank her family, friends and Village Playhouse for all the love and support 

they have given her.  

 

T. Michael Bathke is excited to be making his debut at Village Play-

house.  He returned from a 40-year hiatus from acting last year playing Bill 

Little in the St. Sebastian’s original musical, The Moore Things Change. 

 

Jackie Benka is thankful for the opportunity to work on this truly unique 

show.  Her favorite roles include Cookie from Neil Simon's Rumors, Feste 

from Twelfth Night, and her ongoing role as Brad Majors and Emcee of Sen-

sual Daydreams Milwaukee's shadow cast of the Rocky Horror Picture Show. 

When not appearing onstage, she works as lead writer for Cabaret MKE. 

 

Sam Billeck has been involved in theatre for over 35 years, since high school 

(you do the math).  From her first role in I remember Mama to her last in 

Shrek, Sam has performed in Franklin, Racine, Kenosha, Wauwatosa, Antioch 

and with a traveling, murder mystery dinner group.  Sam discovered Inspira-

tion Studios via two of the directors here. Laura, Larry & Sam were part of a 

comedic team know as Spotlight On Racine, a once-a-month-sketch and real-

life, local celebrity interview show. Sam has been an EMT for over 25 years 

and has been working at Froedtert Hospital emergency room for the past 16 

years. Sam credits Andy Gregory, her high school drama coach who inspired 

her to follow her passion, her hobby, her drug of choice. 

 

Mary Breitrick has been seen on stage with the Village Playhouse for many 

years.  She has served as producer and director and has performed in several 

Village Playhouse One Act Festivals over the years. She is excited to be work-

ing with such strong, well-written scripts this year. She was last seen on stage 

as the Maid/Housekeeper in the Village Playhouse production of A Doll’s 

House.   

 

Art Carter  returns to the Village Playhouse One Act Festival after a brief 

and fulfilling hiatus. Art has served the VP in many capacities including Board 

President, but it's on the stage where he shines most. Welcome back, Art! 

 

Gabriela Dorantes is excited to return for her second acting experience at 

Inspiration Studios for the 32nd Annual One-Act Festival!  Though she is 

very new to acting and still has lots to learn, she’s hopeful that audiences will 

 

Meet The Directors 

TRESPASSES  

by Gary Jones 

Directed by Rita Bates 

Time: A woodland in Southwestern Wisconsin 

Place: A Kitchen and an Artists Studio 

 Hiker/Gray T. Michael Burke 

 Hunter/Mike Scott Stenstrup 

 
GOTHIC ARMS  

by Zachary Thomas Woods 

directed by Moondancer Drake 

Time:  The Present 

Place: The Commons area of a nursing home 

 Bruce Mark Gormican  

 Jon Doe Michael Sergio Fischer-Zaragoza  

 Nurse Angelica Reilly Jackie Benka  

 Voiceover Will Drake  

 
 

ROXANNE  

by Deanna Strasse  

directed by Larry Beckley 

Time: The Present 

Place: Backstage dressing room 

 Ellen LeDeau Sam Billeck 

 Stage Manager J. LaChelle Jones  
 

Besides his technical excellence and theatrical skills, we will most miss Bob's 

warmth and kindness. Bob's soft spoken voice provided wisdom; his gentle 

soul welcomed all. He opened his home to host friends. he opened his heart to 

wear on his sleeve. Bob enjoyed traveling—from Hong Kong to multiple visits 

to Broadway. He liked to eat—liver and onions, fish fry (no tarter sauce)—and 

bake his infamous upside down rum cake. And he loved his adult beverages! 

 

We will miss you, Bob. We thank you for all you contributed to the 

Village Playhouse and to us as individuals. We're quite sure right now 

you're working with Evvie Smith and Lloyd Dreger to form God's 

own Village Playhouse. ENCORE! 

32nd Annual Original One Act Play Festival  

Bob Kafka (continued) 



 

Presented on June 3, 9, 11 (matinee) and June 17  

 

PLAYING SOLITAIRE  

by Michael Lucchesi  

Directed by Paul Zaragoza and Michelle Demos Miller 

Time:  The Present 

Place:  A room 

 Pop Bill Murphy  

 Lou  Jackie Benka  

 

 

THE WEDDING  

by Michelle Demos 

directed by Laura LaPinske 

Time:  The Present 

Place:  A wedding reception hall 

 Melissa Sam Billeck   

 Jeff Scott Sorensen 

 Leon Derek Jacobs 

 Jessica Noelle Thompson 

 Waiter Paul Weir 

 

 

UNRESOLVED  
by Nick Schweitzer  

directed by Mary Breitrick 

Time:  1970 

Place:  America and Italy 

 Priest Art Carter 

 Stanley Scott Sorensen  

 Francesca Catherine Gill  
 

 

32nd Annual Original One Act Play Festival  

Enjoy refreshments in the lobby during a 15-minute intermission 

 

 

A LONG WAY FROM ROSWELL  

by Paul Weir 

directed by Scott Sorensen 

Time: 2033 

Place:  The NASA Spaceship Odyssey 

 Maurice Derek Jacobs 

 Kelly Michelle M. Miller 

 Alexi  Paul Young 

 Jim Paul Weir 

 Voiceover  Ryan Weir 

 

 

RAW FOOTAGE  

by Regina Cooper 

directed by Tom Zuehlke  

Time:  A Fourth Parole Hearing 

Place:  Parole Hearing Room 

 Bronzeville Allen TBD 

 Claire Locke Pam McNeely 

 Richard Cage TBD 

 Michael Barr TBD 

 

 

POISON  

by Nick Schwietzer 

directed by Scott Sorensen 

Time:  The Present 

Place:  A Room at the Wade House 

 Ann Wade  Gabriela Dorantes 

 Robert Wade  Mark L. Gormican 

 Wilson Billings III Paul Weir 

 Judge  Mary Breitrick 

 

32nd Annual Original One Act Play Festival  


