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From The Producer 

W 
elcome to the Village Playhouse 34th Annual Wisconsin 

Playwright Original One Act Play Festival and my 20th 

time as Producer. I've also participated as an actor twice,  

a contributing playwright four times, and a director 17 

times. And it never gets old! There is always something fresh about this 

festival...and not just the scripts which are always new. It's working 

with director's—some experienced, some who are directing for the first 

time. It's working with actors—newbies and one act vets alike. It's tak-

ing a playwright’s vision from the page to the stage. And it's entertain-

ing a new audience every year for the first time. 

Now, I have a couple of requests for you as an audience. First, don't 

forget to vote for your favorites as we celebrate the festival with our 

Encore Awards. We will have ballots available after the show and we 

ask you take a moment to vote for your favorites in many categories. 

We also have a write-in slot for something you enjoyed that might not 

have an actual category—anything from favorite use of a prop to favor-

ite character who never appears!  

Second, next season is the fests 35th anniversary and I'm looking to 

produce something special. What would YOU like to see? How about 

some past audience favorites? A slate of comedies only? Scripts by 

never before produced playwrights? Anything is possible. If you'd like, 

please use the back of the Encore ballot (saving trees) to let me know 

your thoughts, and I thank you in advance. 

Special thanks to a wonderful group of playwrights who entrusted us 

with their babies and we hope we delivered. Thanks to our directors and 

actors for their time and many talents. A huge ENCORE to Scott Soren-

sen and Joe Ferrie for set design, construction, painting, and to Eliza-

beth Havican for jumping in late in the process to do lights and sound. 

And MANY THANKS to you, our audience, who make all this possible 

with your continued support. 

I'd like to dedicate this festival to JudyLee Tarbox, a longtime friend of 

the one acts, both on and off stage, and gone too soon. We miss you, 

JudyLee. 

Tom Zuehlke 

Producer 
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Calendar of Events 
 

June 1-24 “A Year in Cocktails”  

 Cecelia Blenker Exhibit 

 

June 7, 8 Village Playhouse 34th Original 

One Act Play Festival, 7:30pm  
 

June 14, 15 Village Playhouse 34th Original One Act Play Festival, 

7:30pm 

 

June 16 Village Playhouse 34th Original One Act Play Festival, 

2:00pm  Matinee 

 

June 21, 22 Village Playhouse 34th Original One Act Play Festival, 

7:30pm  

 

June 23 Village Playhouse 34th Original One Act Play Festival, 

2:00pm  Matinee 

 

June 29  WAWM Visual Arts Summer Talent Review 

 Student art exhibit 

 Opening Reception—6pm 

 

July 7 WAWM Visual Arts Summer Talent Review 

 Grades 3-5 Awards Ceremony—3pm 

 

July 14 WAWM Visual Arts Summer Talent Review 

 Grades 6-8 Awards Ceremony—3pm 

 

July 19 “A Wrinkle in Tome” 

 Marcia Hero Exhibit 

 Opening Reception—6pm 

 

July 20 Village Playhouse Annual Membership Meeting 

 ENCORE Awards—5pm-9pm  

 

Visit our website for more information regarding upcoming events 

www.inspirationstudiosgallery.com 



  Meet The Playwrights 
 

 

Michelle Demos (A Chat With a Killer) is honored to be included in the 

VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE One Act Festival for a third time. This show was writ-

ten in dedication to anyone who is struggling with depression or other mental 

illness; help is there for you. Michelle has been writing for many years but has 

only recently seen her pieces come to the VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE stage with 

previous entries: The Fourth Wall and The Wedding.   

 

Steve Reici (Layover / Bless Me, Father) is a Wisconsin native who has 

pursued writing as a hobby since going to college. In that time, he has written 

in many genres, from mystery and science fiction stories to cartoons and radio 

plays, but always with a touch of humor. Layover and Bless me, Father are the 

only two plays he has written, although he includes a LOT of humor in other 

genres such as (unproduced) radio sketches, short stories, one novel (Whose 

Cheese is it Anyway? under an assumed name—Steve Ritchie). The only writ-

ing under his actual name is a collection of stories for middle-school readers 

called The Daily Adventures of Henry the Dog on Amazon. Steve enjoys work-

ing in his West Allis home workshop and spending time in the outdoors, espe-

cially the beautiful Kettle Moraine area. When not producing written material, 

Steve works two jobs, in the libraries of the Medical College of Wisconsin and 

Milwaukee School of Engineering.   

 

Nick Schweitzer (Was Justice Done?) is delighted once again to be shar-

ing in this venerable VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE tradition. A number of his full-

length plays have been performed in the Madison area (including a fifth holi-

day "panto" this coming December), but this festival has been the opportunity 

and goad for him to imagine and compose one-acts for many years now. If you 

are a regular patron, you may remember his previous contributions: One Step 

Braver, Potions and Pets, Shakespeare and Company, Poison, Unresolved, and 

The Gardener. Many thanks to Tom and Scott and everyone else who contrib-

ute to these annual theatrical adventures.   

 

Mike Willis (The Roadkill Café) is an actor, director and published play-

wright, Mike currently has over forty plays in publication. Seven of his pub-

lished plays received their premiere performance at VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE as 

part of their annual one-act play writing festival. His plays have been per-

formed throughout the United States, Canada, and in several international 

schools. His professional acting credits include fourteen seasons of classical 

theatre, either with the WISCONSIN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL THEATRE COM-

PANY or the SOUTH DAKOTA SHAKESPEARE COMPANY for whom he also 

taught playwriting workshops. Mike and his wife Sandy currently reside in 

their hometown of Platteville. Mike would like to thank everyone at VILLAGE 

PLAYHOUSE for their support of his work over the years.   

Scott Stenstrup (Bless Me, Father/ 

The Roadkill Café) is delighted to be 

part of the festival again this year. It is 

always an honor to take a local 

writer's words and make them into 

something that they are proud of (we 

hope). Scott wants to thank his family 

for all their encouragement, the other 

actors for their love and support, and 

you, the audience, for coming to the 

show and supporting local theatre.  
 

Cat Sullivan (Layover / Was Jus-

tice Done?) is happy. She loves the 

stage and with it, the friendships that 

come. Cat loves games, and being on 

stage makes her a playable character. 

She has previously worked on the 

VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE Young Per-

son’s Playwriting Project. She hopes 

you will enjoy the show.   
 

James Sullivan (Bless Me, Fa-

ther / A Chat With a Killer) is 

happy to be a part of this year's festi-

val. His last show with VILLAGE 

PLAYHOUSE was as Ronnie/Orcus in 

She Kills Monsters. He worked 2 years 

in a row with the VILLAGE PLAY-

HOUSE Young Person’s Playwriting 

Project, in multiple roles. He per-

formed a few years ago in the One Act 

Festival as well (Maps). He hopes that 

you will enjoy the Festival! 
 

Lily Sullivan (Bless Me, Father / 

The Roadkill Café) has worked with 

VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE onstage and 

off. In The 39 Steps, she played Pam-

ela Edwards. She was a Magic in the 

Children’s show, The Sorcerer’s Ap-

prentice, and worked the lights in 

Rumpelstiltskin. She enjoyed being in 

2016’s Young Person’s Playwriting 

Project, as well as She Kills Monsters. 

She would like to thank her fellow 

actors for making her laugh. Please, 

enjoy the show! 

Paul Weir (Was Justice Done?/

The Roadkill Café) returns to the 

One Act Festival for the ninth time, 

always looking forward to the chal-

lenge of becoming multiple characters 

in this fun, short show format.  He has 

spent the past 10 years under the 

lights, working throughout the area 

doing over 70 shows with 9 different 

theater companies! He hopes you en-

joy these original shows! 



part of Estragon in a staged reading of 

Waiting for Godot, Lieutenant Walker 

in Night Watch, and Eddie Edwards in 

Forty Carats. He is excited to be a 

part of this festival after a hiatus of 

twenty-plus years. Other credits in-

clude playing Trotter in Mousetrap, 

Alex in Rehearsal for Murder, and 

Reverend Parris in The Crucible. He 

has also performed with the WEST 

ALLIS PLAYERS (Witness for the 

Prosecution) and the former SUBUR-

BAN PLAYERS (Mame / Man of La 

Mancha). In addition to performing, 

Joe assists with set construction and 

stage handing, if that’s a word. 

(According to spellcheck, handing is a 

word, ...so there). 

 

Peter Kao (Bless Me, Father) was 

last seen on the VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE 

stage in The Skin of Our Teeth. Favor-

ite roles include Man in Chair in The 

Drowsy Chaperone with WAUKESHA 

CIVIC THEATRE; Ching Ho 

in Thoroughly Modern Millie at SUN-

SET PLAYHOUSE; and Harry the Horse 

in Guys and Dolls with WEST ALLIS 

PLAYERS.  

 

Joanna Langworthy (A Chat With 

a Killer / The Roadkill Café) has 

had a blast with her first time on the 

VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE stage. Recently 

she has played Bella in Is Murder Tax-

Deductible? with CREAM CITY 

THEATER and Mae in Cat on a Hot 

Tin Roof with WEST ALLIS PLAYERS. 

She also played Sarah in A Christmas 

Carol with LAKE COUNTRY PLAY-

HOUSE. Joanna also enjoyed musical 

ensemble roles in Evita and Jesus 

Christ Superstar at WEST ALLIS 

PLAYERS and will join them again this 

summer in Jekyll and Hyde. Other 

upcoming roles include Officer Pud-

ney in Rumors with SUMMERSTAGE 

and Jo in A Few Good Men with 

CREAM CITY THEATER. Much thanks 

to Katherine, Nick, Brian, and Eloise 

for their support.  

 

Maggie Sherwin (A Chat With a 

Killer) is enjoying her second cred-

ited role and third show with VIL-

LAGE PLAYHOUSE! She got her start 

in the 33rd One Act Festival as a Cof-

fee Shop extra and then appeared as 

Mrs. Adams in Forty Carats. She has 

also appeared in a number of perform-

ances with the ST. SEBASTIAN CABA-

RET AND VARIETY SHOW GROUP. 

Thank you to all for coming out! And 

please, if this play strikes a chord with 

you, don’t be afraid to seek help! 

Much love to all! 

 

Scott Sorensen (Layover / The 

Roadkill Café) is happy to once 

again be able to take the stage for the 

annual one-act festival.  This is the 

part of the year where he gets to pre-

tend that theater is his full-time job; he 

even learned a few things about set 

design. Scott would like to thank his 

parents for all of their support as he 

follows his “part-time” dream, while 

continuing to work his full-time job as 

a Court Clerk for the City of Milwau-

kee. Thanks also to Tom Zuehlke and 

VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE for giving him 

his first real break in the roles of play-

wright (What About The Baby?) and 

director (The Runaway by Mike 

Willis). As always, Scott sends never-

ending love to his muse and emotional 

philanthropist, the late Aric Fisher. 

Lastly, he would like to thank YOU 

for your continued support of the 

Arts. Sit back and enjoy the shows! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 
 
 

LAYOVER by Steve Reici 

Directed by Kai Simone 
 

The afterlife ante-chamber, where souls have a brief layover  

before continuing to their next destination. 
  

Beverly/Heavenly Rep  ……………………... Cat Sullivan 

John/Hellish Greeter   ……………..…………. Joe Ferrie 

Charlie/The Deceased   …………………… Scott Sorensen 

BLESS ME, FATHER by Steve Reici 

Directed by Tom Zuehlke 
 

The Present. A church bathroom. 
 

Priest   ………………………………..…. Scott Stenstrup   

Confessor    ……………………………...…….. Peter Kao 

Pizza Delivery   ……………………..………. Lily Sullivan 

Guy   ……………………………...………. James Sullivan 

WAS JUSTICE DONE? by Nick Schweitzer 

Directed by Scott Sorensen 
 

1992. A Living Room. 

 

Captain Anthony Rollins ………………………. Paul Weir 

Molly   ……………………………………... Emily Condon 

Molly   ………………………………. Cat Sullivan (June 8) 

A CHAT WITH A KILLER by Michelle Demos 

Directed by Tyler Peters 
 

A nebulous time and place, between life and death.   

Woman   …………………………….. Joanne Langworthy 

Killer   …………………………………..… James Sullivan 

Allison   …………………………………. Maggie Sherwin 

THE ROADKILL CAFÉ by Mike Willis 

Directed by Edson Melendez 
 

A small farming town in rural middle America. A hot summer morning. 
  

Ruby Lynn   ……………………….. Joanna Langworthy 

Miss Julie   …………………………………. Lily Sullivan 

Cecil “Cookie”  …………………………. Scott Sorensen 

Myron   ………………………………………. Paul Weir 

Gabby “Gabe”   ………………………... Scott Stenstrup 

Reverend Billy   ……………………………... Art Carter 

Enjoy refreshments in the lobby during a 15-minute intermission 

34th Annual Original One Act Play Festival  



 Meet The Directors 
 

Edson Melendez (The Roadkill Café) is a local director, singer, actor who 

is thrilled to be working with VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE for the first time. Edson 

has been seen locally as a singer and actor with the FLORENTINE OPERA, MIL-

WAUKEE OPERA THEATRE, and various area orchestras and ensembles. He 

has previously directed local productions of Amahl and the Night Visitors, and 

La Serva Padrona, and was invited to be the Stage Director Intern at the SAN 

MIGUEL INSTITUTE OF BEL CANTO in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. Ed-

son is also Associate Director of the BELLE ENSEMBLE in Racine and Found-

ing Director of the BREW CITY OPERA. Edson's upcoming directing projects 

include a production of The Beauty of Psyche for FLEEING ARTISTS THEATER 

COMPANY and a production of the opera Carmen with BREW CITY OPERA, 

which will be performed in August at INSPIRATION STUDIOS!    

Tyler Peters (A Chat With a Killer) is thrilled to be making his directorial 

debut in this festival and he is so excited to be presenting this show to you. A 

Stevens Point native, Tyler previously performed in the One Act Festival in 

2015 and in this season’s VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE production of Night Watch. 

He looks forward to dipping his toes in the directing waters to see what it’s 

like. Tyler studied theater at the UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE, 

where he earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communications.  

Kai Simone (Layover) has over 20 years experience as a director, producer, 

musician, performing artist, radio personality, and teacher.  She has a Bachelor 

of Arts Degree in Theater Directing and Design from the UNIVERSITY OF  

ILLINOIS-CHICAGO, with coursework in music theory, composition and voice 

technique.   

    Kai taught arts integration classes at COLUMBIA COLLEGE in Chicago and 

produced several plays, including A Raisin in the Sun, The Wiz, Mufaro’s 

Beautiful Daughters, Aesop & the Fabulous Fable Sisters and an original 

Kwanzaa musical: Imani and the Magic Drum. 

    In Milwaukee, Kai and musical director Emmanuel Turner founded SKAI 

ACADEMY OF THE PERFORMING ARTS in 2012, providing an opportunity for 

aspiring youth from various backgrounds and abilities to engage in an intense 

yet fun learning experience through coaching and performances. Participation 

in Skai Academy offers youth life lessons in character development, self-

respect, responsibility, goal setting and teamwork. 

   The Skai Performing Arts Academy and the Skai Stage Band, a Youth Fu-

sion/Cover Band comprised of young vocalist and instrumentalist, 10-16 years 

old, from various cultural backgrounds, well known for its diverse musical 

style, have reached over 3,000 students through workshops and performances 

in both Milwaukee and Madison. 

 

Art Carter (The Roadkill Café) is 

playing a Methodist Minister with the 

same gravitas that he displayed last 

year as a Catholic Priest. He was born 

on a cold, rainy November morning 

barely a year after the end of the 

war. Stuff happened in the fifties that 

instrumentally formed his small 

twisted mind. High school found him, 

despite unsuccessful attempts at hid-

ing in the foothills of the Wisconsin 

mountains. The laughs for Lord Fan-

court Babberly during Charley's Aunt 

snagged him. Decades later, he is still 

trying to hear those laughs. Pathetic 

perhaps, but more understandable than 

people who vote for the Trump.  

Emily Condon (Was Justice 

Done?) is a middle school engineer-

ing teacher in Wauwatosa. She has 

always loved the stage and has been in 

several musicals. Making her debut at 

the VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE, she is ex-

cited to share the stage with her amaz-

ing scene partner, Paul. In her free 

time, she likes to take her dog for 

walks, spend time with friends, and 

seek adventures. She invites you to sit 

back and enjoy this thought-provoking 

show.  

 

Joe Ferrie (Layover). This is Joe’s 

forth recent show with VILLAGE 

PLAYHOUSE. He recently played the 

Meet The Players 

Scott Sorensen (Was Justice Done?) This is Scott’s sixth season with Vil-

lage Playhouse, and his third time directing a Nick Schweitzer show. He is so 

pleased to be a part of another one of Nick’s powerful and moving projects. He 

has fully enjoyed the challenge of working through the story with the cast, hav-

ing spent hours upon hours trying to find just the right amount of emotional 

and philosophical give and take that this grandfather and granddaughter 

share. He hopes you enjoy the resulting production.  

 

Tom Zuehlke (Bless Me, Father). We never know what to write about Tom 

since, in his 35 years with the VILLAGE PLAYHOUSE, it has already been writ-

ten. So we ask him to write his own bio and we receive a blank page. So then 

we ask someone else, a longtime friend, to write it, like a forward to a book,  

and we get a limerick about a lady named Lynn and Lee her identical twin, 

which, while mildly entertaining, seemed to have nothing to do with Tom. 

Soooooooo,... we ask for a bit of clarification (this is now becoming frustrat-

ing, interesting, and we have a deadline to meet!) Here's the story: Lynn was 

someone Tom knew back in the mid-70s. They never "dated" as such, but 

spent a lot of time together doing the types of things teenagers who were dat-

ing did indeed do. Lynn did have an identical twin named Lee, and Lynn and 

Lee liked to switch so Tom sometimes was hanging out with Lee when he 

thought it was Lynn. End of story, which doesn't tell us much, but at least it's 

something about Tom that hasn't been written before. (EDITOR'S NOTE: Tom 

has agreed to write more about this in his bio for next season's 35th Annual 

One Act Festival. Sooooooooooo ...To Be Continued)  


